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Editorial 

How quickly a year of office passes. On December 31st, Dr. S. C. Roberts retired from the 
Presidency of the Library Association having won the full appreciation of the members. 
As scholar, librarian, library committee member, publisher and university chief he was 
essentially the sort of leader that an Association concerned with books rejoices to have ; and, 
as leader, he proved to be all we desired in his presidential address, his handling of the Annual 
Meeting and the various tasks that fall to the President. We have been well served. 

* * * * * * 

Dr. Esdaile, in his British Museum Library, wrote: “In 1877 he [J. Winter Jones, 
Principal Librarian, 1866-79] had presided over the Congress which led to the formation of 
the Library Association, and he became the Association’s first President in the following year, 
thus setting a precedent which has been followed by many of the Museum’s leading figures.” 
Our new President, Mr. C. B. Oldman, is the latest of the line and his experience, interests and 
his ungrudging work for the Association make him welcome in the highest degree to our 
leading office. The pleasantly written account of his life in the December L.A. Record gives 
the facts and we need do no more here than express our welcome, and good wishes to 
Mr. Oldman for a fortunate year of office, which we are sure will consolidate the good 
relations with the British Museum and librarians of all kinds. 

* * * * * 

The prosperity we wish to all librarians at the opening of a new year may be conditioned 
by many things; among them continued financial stringency in muncipal management 
because of the continuously increasing cost of living. Despite a half-hearted claim by 
politicians that the cost of living in clothes and, more doubtfully, in housing, has decreased, 
it is obvious that in the daily needs of men and women costs continue to ascend. This may 
affect all of us but may be the most direét problem for the public librarian in town and county. 
It is too early to comment upon the reception which our estimates, by now already drafted, 
will receive from our employers, but there is a tendency for every authority to look upon 
itself today as being in charge of a distressed area. All the librarian can do is to present, as he 
does generally we are assured, honest estimates and then adjust his work to whatever may be 
allotted to him. That is by no means to say that he should acquiesce silently in what he knows 
are inadequate financial provisions. 

* * * * 

If any attitude to librarianship is appropriate for a new year, it is surely that we face the 
most interesting time in its history. Development of the sort that involves new libraries of 
size is of course still unlikely. Legislation that will enable building on more than branch 
library scale is remote, although the reinstatement of bomb-damaged buildings has become 
possible in places. These considerations again affect the public librarian more than his other 
colleagues. Where our nearer professional interest lies is in the effort to find in our attivities 
the unity in what appears to be the great diversity of things that are comprised in the term 
librarianship. Can we yet say that there is a likeness in the work done in university libraries, 
in those of the county, the town, the National Science Library, those of the Metal Box 
Company, Boot’s, the Ministry of Health, the I.C.I., and the Farmers’ Union, which makes it 
possible to lay down a course of study, such as a library school may undertake in a single 
year, that would give the essentials for them all? Clearly it is out of the question to expect a 
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school to train in any of the specialities with which these libraries are concerned. Are we not 
faced with the realistic situation that only in librarianship itself can the schools, or any other 
librarianship teaching force, reach any general success? It is here, however, that recent 
controversies have emerged. The directors of library schools, with whom in their difficult 
task we have every sympathy, as it seems to us to be an impossible one, in the one year 
vouchsafed to most of them, to equip students for the Registration examination, do not seem 
to be too clear about the matter. Mr. Roy Stokes rebels against the L.A. syllabus—our 
readers may have seen his contribution to the Library Review (Winter No., 1953, p. 222). 
The teaching of the schools, he declares, is tied to it. He appears to believe that a knowledge 
of cataloguing and classification, “relatively minor routines” which occupy three-sevenths of 
the Registration examination, is incompatible with the “bookman and librarian” who was, he 
says, “almost a commonplace” a half-century ago. That may be so, but it would be interesting 
to know what would be the results of devoting a year, a very short time we suggest, to the 
Studies by which we cognize a bookman. We agree that the book is the main fact in 
librarianship, bookishness the cardinal and central quality in a librarian. But that is not to be 
taught, beyond the merest outline, in a year. Something however may be done to inculcate the 
love of what is inside books and to set a course for life-work in it. Here, again, it can only be 
in literature itself ; there does not at present exist the time or the teaching power to go beyond 
subject ee to special subjects. Meanwhile we want librarians and library assistants. 
As Brown’s Manual unchallengeably asserts, a librarian is one who collects and exploits books 
and other record material in the interest of others. To do this, however learned or bookish 
he may be, he must arrange, catalogue, and advertise these by every means he can use or 
acquire ; and without the “relatively minor techniques” that does not seem to be possible. 
“New thinking is needed,” declares Mr. Stokes. Exaétly—‘“‘today the market is open.” 
* * * * * * 

Much of the effectiveness of library publications in common with those of other public 
departments depends upon the facilities for printing enjoyed by the librarian. Some 
well-known towns which have issued “seminal” reports have been fettered by a local printing 
contract under which all the Local Authority’s printing is done. These are confined to the 
types and other materials available at the contraét printer’s. Excellent results have accrued 
where the town has its own printing department. These are necessarily limited to the larger 
towns and, it may be counties, although our information on the latter is scant. The most 
attractive this year would seem to be Reading in Bristol which comes from the city’s printing and 
Stationery department and is in well spaced 14 point Garamond on excellent crown Aftonbury 
paper, is excellently illustrated and wrapped. Its contents are as good as its dress. Not quite 
so elaborate in typography, but completely adequate, is the remarkable report of the Shetteld 
Libraries which also comes from its city’s similar department. A liberal, co-operative and 
progressive activity has always characterized the work done under Mr. Lamb; this new 
report reflects this and the excellent plates of the Manor Branch, the new modular-planned 
library, are on a satisfactory scale. We were drawn to these remarks by a reading of the annual 
report of the Bristol Printing and Stationery Department, which is an illustrated account of its 
services, with type specimens and a statement of accounts which shows that the Committees 
of the Council ordered work to the cost of £43,207 and, on this, a saving of £10,000 to the 
rates is estimated to have been made. We have also received among many others the important 
Annual Report of Manchester and a most attractive one from Luton; these we hope to 
comment upon next month editorially. 

The frontispiece to the Bristol Report is what we do not hesitate to call a beautiful 
portrait of James Ross. His fine earnest face, with eyes that looked upon the world with an 
intensity which is quite unusual and was his own, is given here as in no other portrait. His 
friends will value it. . * * * * * 


Those seeking Statistical data concerning any one or all of more than 200 countries, 
colonies, and territories of the world—iiterally, from Algeria to Western Samoa—will find 
the area’s official yearbook, or the nearest comparable equivalent, described in a publication 
issued by the Library of Congress and the Bureau of the Census. Entitled Statistical Yearbooks, 
the publication comprises an annotated list of the general statistical yearbooks of major 
political subdivisions of the world. 
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Some Aspects of Library Co-operation 


By PF. SHEPHERD, A.L.A. 
(Hon. Editor, Glamorgan and Monmouthshire Regional Library Bureau) 


LIBRARY Co-operation can be divided into three parts : Regional, National and International. 
Regional co-operation is concerned with the provision of books which are not in the stocks 
of various libraries and for which application is made to one of the nine Bureaux which cover 
the country. Much has already been written on this aspect, so the following notes will be 
concerned with National and International Co-operation. 

NATIONAL. First and foremost, the National Central Library. This came into being 
in 1916 as the Central Library for Students. Its origin arose from certain recommendations 
or suggestions made by Prof. W. J. Adams to the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees in his 
“Report on Library Provision and Policy” issued in 1915. The C.U.K.T. responded and the 
C.L.S. was inaugurated largely through the initiative of Dr. Albert Mansbridge. Within a 
period of five years it had assumed an indispensable place in librarianship. In the “Report 
on Public Libraries” of 1927 prominence was given to the work of the C.L.S., and its future, 
but though certain recommendations were made as far back as 1919, it was only in 1930 that 
the first grant was received from H.M. Treasury. In 1931 the Library was reconstituted as the 
National Central Library and received its Royal Charter in the following year. Since that 
date its work, together with that of the Outlier Libraries and University Library co-operation, 
has become interwoven with that of the various Regional Systems. There are counterparts 
of the N.C.L. in Scotland and Ireland, the former being established in 1921 and the latter in 
1923. 
The Outlier Libraries and the University Libraries have become an integral part of the 
N.C.L. These libraries do not lend in the ordinary way, yet many of them are affiliated 
members of their local Regional Bureau and all are ready to co-operate by the lending of 
such books as they are able. 

There is, too, the Joint Standing Committee on Library Co-operation formulated in 
1925 by the Association of University Teachers. An Inquiry Office was established at 
Birmingham, later to be transferred to the N.C.L. The Association of Special Libraries and 
Information Bureaux (ASLIB) was founded in 1924 and is a clearing house rather than a 
repository. 

So much for this country. Similar schemes are to be found at work in other countries. 
It was in Germany that the pioneer work of library co-operation was done. As far back as 
1892 there was a weekly interchange of books between the libraries of the Universities of 
Gottingen and Marburg and this system was extended until by 1902 the State Library of 
Prussia was included in the scheme with other States following suit. All the small schemes 
were afnalgamated in 1924 into one National Scheme and by 1929 some 400 libraries were 
participating in a scheme which was regarded by the States Libraries as being of paramount 
importance, free postal services being granted for the interchange of books between libraries. 
To-day, co-operation is regulated by the so-called public “Library Authorities” of which 
there is usually one in each administrative distri€t, such distri€t corresponding approximately 
to one of our counties. 

Denmark, in 1930, passed a new Library Law and it is chara¢teristic of this country that 
co-operation has been developed between various types of libraries. The State Library at 
Aarhus funétions as a kind of Super-Central-Library in respect of public libraries. There are 
27 Central Centres for smaller libraries. If a required book is not available in the Central 
Library the application is passed on to the State Library within the area of that institution. 
If it is not in this Library then the application goes to the “Information Officer” at the State 
Inspectorate of Libraries which was opened in 1936. Though the Danish State Libraries are 
copyright libraries they are permitted to lend their books. 

With regard to the U.S.A. a comparison of library co-operation is very difficult owing to 
the size of the country and also to the fact that there are several different types in operation ; 
e.g. special districts, multi-county, state regional units, state regional service centres and 
federal-state-county services. As a guide for the various regional systems there is the “Code 
of Practice for Inter-library loans.” This, issued in 1927 and since revised, and brought up-to- 
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date, covers the purpose of the inter-library loan service, its scope, material which should be 
requested, special conditions relating to music and the handling of applications for books, 
limit to the number of volumes to be lent, duration of loans and the necessary safeguards. 
Much of what is stated in the Code is taken for granted over in this country. There is also 
the Regional Co-operative Library to which other libraries send such books as they think fit. 
It has been found that such a library can become the centre for research for the whole of the 
Region. 

INTERNATIONAL. International Library Co-operation is a special feature of the library 
service of many countries. In each country there is one library, generally of national standing, 
to which all applications for books outside that country are sent. Some strides had been made 
in this country prior to 1939 and, though somewhat frustrated by the War, matters are rapidly 
adjusting themselves as will be seen by reference to the most recent annual reports of the 
N.C.L. International borrowing is only resorted to when a book is requested for serious 
Study. All applications from libraries in this country go to the N.C.L. which then contaéts 
the particular centre in the country from whence the book should be borrowed. Applications 
from abroad come to the N.C.L. which then finds the library in this country which has a copy 
of the required book. 

Other Institutions or Associations which are intimately connected with library 
co-operation are the following : 

IFLA. The International Federation of Library Associations dates from 1926 when the 
proposal to form such a Federation was first mooted. At some of its Conferences IFLA issued 
a series of rules and special application forms for interlending loans. One of its many 
Committees deals with international library loans. 

UNESCO. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation stated 
its purpose in the first Act of the United Nations Conference in 1945, when among other 
things, its objects were to maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge. The idea was, of course, 
also the aim of the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation. 

Then there are the British Council, the International Federation of Documentation (FID) 
and the International Chambers of Commerce, all of which deal in some way with this question 
ot International Library Co-operation. 

From this short survey it will be seen that national and international library co-operation 
have assumed important places in the world of library interloan. 


The Reproduction of Catalogue Cards at Coventry 
City Libraries 
By P. S. ParGerer, M.A., A.L.A. 


(Chief Cataloguer, Coventry City Libraries) 
Durinc the last eighteen months an attempt has been made to discover some alternative to 
the laborious process of typing individually a number of cards all bearing the same biblio- 
graphical information. A means of reproduction was sought which was simple, cheap and 
speedy, which matched the cards already produced by typewriter and which was independent 
of the fluctuations of any other organisation (such as a plate-punching service). 

Among the various processes examined were the following : 

1. Rorary PrintinG MACHINES wirH MovasBLe Type. These machines take up too 
much time in setting and distributing type for the short runs required for catalogue cards. 
In addition, no master plate can be retained. 

2. Rorary Srencit Dupticarors. The rotary duplicator was not considered because 
it is too expensive to print only one entry from a foolscap-size stencil, while it would be 
impossible to get a proper registration for the cards if several entries were typed on the same 
Stencil. 

3. Spirrr Dupiicarors. There are various types of machines available which use the 
spirit and carbon-paper process, including some small addressing machines. However, this 
type of apparatus was not suitable as no real permanent black can be obtained (which was 
needed to match the cards already typed), the only permanent colour, as far as can be 
ascertained, being purple. 
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4. AppresstnG MAcuines (METAL PLATE Type). There is one type of installation, 
the Adrema, which can be adapted for use in libraries and which has proved successful in a 
number of systems. However, the factor against this installation at Coventry was the cost of the 
plate-punching machine, since it was thought desirable to be able to produce our own master 
plates and not be dependent on the Adrema firm to do this for us. 

5. AppresstnG MAcurnes (STENCIL Type). Of the various machines of this ty 
which were examined, only one was found to have a plate large enough for our needs. 
Unfortunately, the price quoted for these stencils in April, 1952, was 10d. each and this was 
far too high. 

As the processes listed in the previous paragraph were either not suitable or else too 
expensive, it was decided to give a trial to the suggestion made by Mr. A. Thompson, M.A., 
F.L.A., in the L.A.R. of February, 1952 (page 63-4), advocating the use of a flat-bed 
duplicator. This apparatus, which is not so common now, consists of a gauze screen (to 
which a stencil adheres by means of the duplicating ink), hinged to a wooden flat-bed on 
which the blank sheets to be printed are laid. By passing an inked roller over the gauze the 
ink is pressed through the incisions in the stencil thus producing a copy on the paper beneath. 

A quarto-size flat-bed duplicator was obtained from Messrs. Ellams in Coventry and, 
after six months of experimentation, the necessary modifications were devised and these have 
now been incorporated by Messrs. Ellams in a menu-size duplicator. This smaller size was 
chosen as it is sufficiently robust for constant use and allows the cards to be placed so that 
they are the right way up for examination while printing, while it is not too cumbersome and 
too wasteful of ink. The frame bearing the gauze has been completely masked except for a 
panel of 4 by 1? ins. On the wooden flat-bed one vertical line (corresponding with the left- 
hand edge of the open gauze panel) and one horizontal line (corresponding with the top of 
the open gauze panel) have been ruled and enamelled in white. A second horizontal line is 
ruled the depth of one typewriter line below the first, the purpose of which is described below. 

At present, the stencils used are cut from foolscap size rotary duplicator stencils, costing 
8d. each. As nine small stencils, each 5 by 3 ins., can be obtained from each 8d. stencil the 
cost per small stencil is rather less than 1d. The Coventry office of Messrs. Ellams is now 
investigating whether the firm can produce a stencil ready-cut to the right size for our purposes 
at a comparable price. 

The entry is typed on the stencils with the same typewriters as those used for the cards 
already typed, thus ensuring a perfect match of type-face, and, by means of indenting so much 
from each side (an easy matter with pre-set margins) and turning down so far, the entry is 
centred on the stencil with an even margin all round. A maximum of ten lines, each of 48 
characters, can be typed. The entry consists of author heading, title, class number (which 
appears immediately after the title on the right-hand side of the entry), brief notes or contents 
if necessary and tracings for additional cards other than main author and class cards. Up to 
now, very few instances have occurred where the limitations of size of the entry have caused 
any difficulty, and, in any case, stencils for continuation cards can be prepared in the same way. 
It should be explained here that the size of the typing area on the stencils was determined from 
the type of catalogue card used, which is ruled with a horizontal line 1.5 cm. from the top 
and with a vertical line 2 cm. from the left edge, thus leaving a space of just over 4 by 1? ins. 
inside these lines and above the punched hole. These measurements, in terms of elite 
typewriter spaces, mean 10 lines each of 48 characters. 

Once cut, the stencil is placed on the flat-bed with the first line of type, the author heading, 
lying between the horizontal lines on the flat-bed and with the left-hand edge of the rows of 
type just to the right of the vertical line on the flat-bed. The frame with the gauze is brought 
down and the stencil is affixed by means of one stroke of the roller. A piece of scrap duplicating 
paper is then placed on the flat-bed and, after a few strokes with the roller (it is essential that 
these strokes should all be in the same direction, preferably away from the user), a perfeétly 
inked impression is obtained. The cards can now be run off, one at a time and, by laying them 
on the flat-bed with the vertical and horizontal lines on the cards corresponding with the lines 
on the flat-bed, a perfect registration is obtained. By using either one or the other of the two 
horizontal lines on the flat-bed the heading of the entry can be made to appear above the line 
on author cards and below the line on the class and added entry cards, any additional headings 
for the latter being put in later by typewriter in the space above the line. 
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Once printed, the cards are placed inside the book to which they belong, interleaved with 
slips of absorbent tissue, cut from a blotting book supplied by Messrs. Ellams. The books and 
cards are then stacked flat in piles overnight to allow the ink to dry thoroughly before the 
added entry headings and accession numbers are typed in. 

Because of the cheapness of the stencils it has not been considered worth while to retain 
and file them for future use as the labour involved in preserving them outweighs that of 
cutting and checking fresh stencils in cases where further consignments of the same titles are 
received. Nevertheless, it would be possible to store the stencils, affixed to their backing sheets, 
in normal size catalogue trays or boxes (being 5 by 3 ins. in size), and they are quite clean to 
handle as there is a margin of approximately }in. all round which does not become inked on 
the machine. 

This process of duplicating cards does meet all the requirements set out in the first 
paragraph and has saved a great amount of time and labour, particularly in cases where large 
consignments of the same title have been catalogued. There is one factor only which mut 
be watched: the control of the ink. Some experimentation is needed to get just the right 
amount of ink on the ink slab, and thus on the stencil by means of the roller, so that the 
impression is neither too black nor too faint. Once the knack of inking has been obtained, 
up to fifty perfeét copies can be run off without a further inking of the roller. 

Messrs. Ellams have now supplied stencils of 44 by 2} ins. suitable for the purpose. 


Best-Seller Pressure and its Influence on 
Public Library Book Selection 


By W. S. Haucn, B.A., F.L.A. (City Librarian of Bristol) 
(Concluded) 


3. A survey has been made of the use of the Reservation Service during 1952 : 

(a) Out of 77,766 registered adult readers, 11,804 (15.2%) made use (many on one 
occasion only) of the Reservation Service. 

(b) Regular and systematic use of the Reservation Service was made by 1,690 
readers (2.2%, of the total adult membership). 

(c) The total number of reservations made was 38,780, of which 28,396 (73.2%) 
were satisfied. Of the 28,396 reservations satisfied 12,335 were for fiction and 16,061 
were for non-fiction. 

(d) Of the total fiction reservations met 89.4% were recent popular novels. 

(e) Of the total non-fiction reservations met 80.1%, were of the current “best- 
seller” type. 

(f) The Libraries at which most use of the reservation service was made were two 
serving the exclusive residential distri€ts of the city. 

(g) Ten readers reserved more than 40 books each during the year, the highest 
being a reader with 77 reservations. Six readers have (at the moment) 14 or more books 
on reserve or in process of reservation, the highest being a reader with 21. It will be 
obvious that such readers rarely, if ever, select a book from the open shelves. 

Books are added to the Lending Libraries at a rate which would enable each reader 
to borrow a new book only once in sixteen months and it will be appreciated that the 
Reservation Service is giving readers of this type an enormous advantage. 

(h) The fiétion titles most reserved during the year were : 

“The Cruel Sea” (Nicholas Monsarrat) 
“Phoenix Rising” (Marguerite Steen) 
“The Far Country” (Nevil Shute) 
“My Cousin Rachel” (Daphne Du Maurier) 
“Steamboat Gothic” (Francis Parkinson Keyes) 
The non-fiction titles most reserved were : 
“The Kon-Tiki Expedition” (Thor Heyerdahl) 
“The Struggle for Europe” (Chester Wilmot) 
“Naked Island” (Russell Braddon) 
“White Rabbit” (Bruce Marshall) 
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“Sir Bernard Spilsbury” (Douglas G. Browne) 
“My Turn to Make the Tea” (Monica Dickens) 


These are clearly not books required by students for the furtherance of their studies. 
During the early months when these books are in heaviest demand they spend con- 
siderable periods under the counter in order to allow time for the reservers to be notified by 
st and call for them, thus limiting the circulation and usefulness of the books when they 
are in peak demand. Waiting lists for books of this type reach considerable proportions and 
it happens inevitably that books so heavily reserved do not appear on the open shelves for 
months and even years after publication to the disadvantage of the readers not using the 
Reservation Service. To attempt to buy books of this type up to saturation point on publica- 
tion is not practicable within existing financial limits and even if it were practicable would 
involve having on hand after six months or so considerable quantities of redundant copies. 
4. It must be admitted that the continuance of the Reservation Service in its present 
form gives a privilege in respect of new books to the minority regularly using the service 
(2.2 per cent of the total adult membership) at the expense of the vast majority who either use 
the Reservation Service occasionally or not at all. As more and more people realise that the 
new books are being monpolized by the use of the Reservation Service they too begin to use it 
and the difficulties are increasing the whole time. 

5. Under these circumstances the Committee may wish to consider making a rule that 
Reservations may not be accepted until twelve months after the date of publication of the 
book concerned except in the case of books required by students in furtherance of their studies. 
This would remove the present abuses of the scheme but would leave intaét the essential and 
traditional function of enabling students to reserve specific books for the furtherance of their 
Studies and would bring the reservation of books of general interest within limits which would 
enable the Reservation Service to operate efficiently and economically and with even justice 
to all readers. 

I had some difficulty in framing the Resolution. I did not want to prejudice the serious 
reader no matter how informal his reading, but I did want a Resolution strong enough to fulfil 
its objeétive, bearing in mind that it could be interpreted with reasonable discretion. 

The Committee who had at an earlier meeting increased the charge for Reservations from 
2d to 3d accepted the report and recommendation and this new regulation came into force 


six months ago. 

Now it is one thing to decide in theory that a given policy is right, it is another matter to 
win over public opinion to its translation into practice. 

I called together the Branch Librarians and explained fully to them the Committee’s 
decision and of course they were well acquainted with the general situation. I expected a vast 
public outcry, because the type of person influenced by best-seller pressure tends also to be 
highly vocal. I asked the Branch Librarians to deal with the affected readers (about 2 per cent 
of the adult membership) personally whenever possible and ta¢tfully and I further provided 
them with copies of a letter to be handed to any disgruntled reader who still remained 
unsatisfied. The letter read as follows : 

“In the face of the recent heavy rise in the price of books and the increasing public use 
of the library service, the Libraries Committee find that it is quite impossible within existing 
financial limits to provide enough new books to satisfy demand. 

The practice of reserving current books of wide appeal has grown in volume until it 
has reached a point where it defeats its own objeét and seriously impedes the circulation of new 
books. To give an example, 831 reservations were received in twelve months for one title. 
It will be appreciated that in such circumstances readers who have reserved the book must 
wait months and even years before their turn arrives and those who have not reserved it cannot 
hope to see it on the open shelves until long after its appeal has diminished. 

In the City’s present difficult financial position there is no prospect of a substantial increase 
in the amount spent on new books and until the financial position improves the Libraries 
Committee have reluctantly decided that reservations may not be accepted for a book within 
twelve months of publication. The new books will therefore circulate freely during this period 


with equal opportunity to all readers. 
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There is to be one important exception to this rule and it concerns those books needed 
for recognized courses of study. Such books will be provided through the reservation system, 
as in the past, regardless of date of publication.” 

The reception of the new regulation was not as bad as had been expected. On the credit 
side a number of borrowers (in the main of course those who had not used the Reservation 
Service to any extent) expressed approval, no doubt inspired by the hope of finding a better 
selection of books on the shelves. Some who had used the Service expressed relief at the new 
Regulation and said they had felt the old system was wrong but had been compelled to use it 
because otherwise they would have been denied access to the new books. 

On the debit side I cannot say how fast or how hard the Branch Librarians had to talk, 
or how many times they had occasion to give up the struggle and hand out a copy of the special 
letter, but in fact only nine borrowers wrote letters of complaint to me. One of the com- 
plainants asked that the matter be reconsidered by the Libraries Committee. His letter was 
duly placed before the Committee who re-affirmed their decision. Four letters of protest 
and one of approval were printed in the local press. These things happened immediately 
following the introduction of the new regulation and there was no further evidence of dis- 
satisfaction until one of the readers who had previously written to me decided to approach 
the new Lord Mayor on his appointment in May. The letter was referred to the Libraries 
Committee who again stood firm by their original decision. 

The good effect of the regulation has been two-fold. In the first place less money is being 
spent on “best-sellers.” I consider that arising from the introduction of this regulation there 
is an obligation to see that copies of books of the best-seller type are added to the stock of all 
Branch Libraries promptly on publication in reasonable quantities and allowed to circulate 
freely and I meet this obligation to the extent of buying between thirty and fifty copies of such 
books, but this is still decidedly less onerous than having to buy the hundreds of copies 
previously needed. 

Secondly, it has been possible to bring the Reservation Service to a high point of efficiency. 
This Service has been running well for more than six months. 

The total number of Reservations received has dropped from 38,000 a year to an annual 
rate of 16,000. The proportion of requests satisfied has risen from 73 per cent to more than 
90 per cent. Of the remainder some are requests which have been cancelled by readers or 
rejected by me. In the rejected class are popular books less than twelve months old, out of 
print fiction of a trivial type or books which can be bought by readers for a small sum in 
editions such as the Penguin books. The actual proportion of the total requests not met which 
| would have liked to meet consists only of those which remain unsatisfied after application 
has been made to the Regional Bureau and N.C.L. and it is only a fraction of one per cent. 

The average time taken to meet requests has been reduced from a figure which I never 
even dared to work out to fifteen days. 

To facilitate discussion may I briefly summarize my views : 

1. The cult of the best-seller as at present experienced (disregarding its impact on public 
libraries) while not anything like so pronounced or so serious as in America nor in all repeéts 
harmful is still on balance a threat to the best interests of the community for two reasons : 

(a) It tends to regiment and canalize public interest on books which generally but 
not invariably are of trivial worth, thus impoverishing the cultural life of the country. 

(b) It places too great an emphasis on commercial success in publishing thus render- 
ing even more difficult and remote the possibility of publication either of scholarly works 
of limited appeal or of the works of new authors. 

2. As far as public libraries are concerned best-seller pressure exerts an influence 
detrimental to the building up of balanced and representative stocks, although the magnitude 
of this detrimental influence varies from library to library, and that where it has reached 
significant proportions it should be resisted by appropriate measures. 


THE YEARBOOK OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
AN authoritative guide, necessary to all who desire to understand and participate in the 
growing world society of today, has been compiled with the assistance of the United Nations 
Secretariat. The 1951-52 edition which is now ready, describes 1,000 organizations, contains 
1,224 pages and more than 375,000 words. 
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Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. ENser, P.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


Perhaps New Year Resolutions, in this 
present age are considered old-fashioned and 
too much at the mercy of unpredictable events 
in this madly rushing world. As we no longer 
live in an age of leisured days nor in an era of 
firmly established peace, many of us are aware 
that, however laudable our intentions, not 
only our own personal lives but even our 
national life can now be obliterated within a 
few seconds. All that we have worked for, 
believed in and achieved may be wiped out 
without warning. 

As custodians and diseminators of know- 
ledge in printed form, we have no little part to 
play in staving off oblivion. As Librarians the 
eflect of our advised reading upon public 
opinion and thought has been but dimly 
imagined though we hold in our hands power 
of tremendous potentiality. 

In our book selection and recommended 
readings, whilst observing true democracy, we 
can ensure that, to the utmost of our profes- 
sional ability, we neither imperil our way of 
life nor afford a channel of communication of 
ideas in print inimical to national morale. 

We, as Librarians, have always fought shy 
of being considered censors of the published 
word. We have salved our consciences by 
sheltering under the laws concerning obscenity, 
pornography, libel, slander and _ sedition, 
waiting for the man in the street to make the 
first move and then being guided by any 
resulting court action. 

In this new year of 1954 are our responsibili- 
ties, both as citizens and librarians, to be faced 
or shall we, oStrich-like, bury our heads and 
ignore them? Unless we do face them soon, 
we may find it too late and the decisions 
taken out of our hands. 

What do YOU think ? 


THIS MONTH’S CHOICE 


What a pleasure it is to award the place of 
honour this month to one of the smaller, 
though just as important, library systems. 
WAKEFIELD’S Winter Bookliff, 1953. A 
fold-over, in purple on dull yellow, with an 
enchanting cover piece, lent by O.U.P. 
Congratulations Arthur Griffiths. 
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DERBYSHIRE’S New Books, December, 
1953. One more gorgeous cover photograph 
to add to the finest choice ever published in 
this country by any library. 


LINCOLN’S New Books, November, 1953. 
A fine example of what can be done even with 
a cyclostyle. 


PADDINGTON’S Book News, December, 
1953. To parody the introduction, “a nice 
dish” carefully prepared and only lacking the 
frills. 

SHOREDITCH’S Book News, December, 
1953. A handy sized fold-over in purple on 
deep yellow. Chaste, clear and concise. 


SHREWSBURY’S Classified Guide to Modern 
Fiction Authors. A brave effort, again by a 
smaller library and worthy of applause. 


Library Reports 


By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


BIRMINGHAM. —- City Librarian, F. J. Patrick, 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 1,119,000. Rate, 
6.94d. Income from Rate, £206,823. Total 
Stock, 1,481,674. Additions, 87,728. With- 
drawals, 54,093. Total Issues, 6,157,231. 
Tickets, 466,964. Branches, 26. 

The year under review was one of record achieve- 
ment in nearly all seétions of the Libraries’ aétivities. 
More books were used, more printed and manuscript 
material of all kinds were acquired, and more service 
points made available to the public than in any previous 
year. When compared with the year before, book 
circulation showed an increase of 367,738. Adult home 
reading issues were improved by over 6 per cent, while 
the issue of books to children showed an increase of 
over 13 per cent. A new branch library was opened in 
place of the temporary centre at Glebe Farm, and an 
additional centre was eStablished at Weoley Castle. 
To the success of these latest additions to the system, 
and the greater intake of new books, is ascribed the 
huge increase in circulation referred to above. The 
Committee intend to proceed with their plans for further 
branch libraries, sites for which have already been 
acquired, as soon as the necessary permits have been 
obtained. 

Hackney. — Borough Librarian, H. W. Moore, 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 171,000. Rate, 
10.63d. Income from Rate, £59,590. Total 
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51,557. With- 
2,062,762. 


Stock, 260,983. Additions, 
drawals, 44,839. Total Issues, 
Tickets, 146,497. Branches, 9. 


Public use of all departments of the library service 
in the year being reviewed surpassed that of any 
previous year. For the first time in the history of the 
Libraries book circulation passed the two million mark, 
and recorded an increase of 200,098 over the previous 
year, which was also a record. This success is due 
mainly to the continued popularity of the Somerford 
Grove Library which has just completed its first full 
year’s working, with over 3,000 new readers. Among 
the many extensions of the service reporting highly 
successful seasons were the Hospital Library Service, 
the book provision for blind, sick and intirm readers, 
the Gramophone Circle, and film shows both for adults 
and children. An innovation was the introduction 
into the Junior Library of pianoforte tutors and easy 
piano pieces. 


PRESTON. Borough Librarian, Jane A. 
Downton, M.A., F.L.A. Population, 
119,620. Rate, 10d. Income from Rate, 
£31,490. Total Stock, 188,590. Additions, 
21,141. Withdrawals, 12,575. Total Issues, 
924,664. Tickets, 49,189. 1 Branch. 1 


Travelling Library. 

The main event in an exceptionally busy year was 
the establishment of the Preston Youth Library. It 
had been felt for some time that the Library was losing 
numbers of its young readers when they became too old 
to use the Children’s Library. A self-contained portion 
of the Central Library has now been set aside, with a 
colleétion of about 2,500 volumes for the use of young 
people from 15 to 20 years of age. Over 5,500 books 
were issued in the first few months of this new venture. 
Total circulation was increased during the year by 
45,548 issues. The Branch and the Travelling Libraries 
both report greatly increased demands upon their 
services. Issues to children were not quite so large as 
in the previous year, due perhaps to the newly formed 
Youth Library attraéting some of the older children to 
its shelves. 

SALFoRD. — City Librarian, A, Longworth, 
F.L.A. Population, 178,036. Rate, 7.92d. 
Income from Rate, £36,145. Total Stock, 


135,825. Additions, 20,956. Withdrawals, 
18,197. ‘Total Issues, 1,073,620. Tickets, 
45,691. Branches, 7. 


The continued success of the Broughton Branch 
Library since its move into a new building, is mainly 
responsible for the record book circulation in the year 
here being reviewed. Aggregate figures are the highest 
ever recorded in the history of the Libraries. Issue of 
books in the children’s libraries were a great improve- 
ment on the previous year when a slight decrease had 
to be reported. The use of all classes of non-fictional 
works in the lending libraries has been steadily climbing 
since the war, and reached record heights last year. 
The Public Hall of the King Street Branch Library, 
was reopened for public use in November, and has been 
in constant demand from that date. The remainder of 
the public side of the King Street Library was also 
remodelled during the year. The Gardner Street 
Branch Library, unoccupied for the past three years, 
has been transferred to the Civic Welfare Department. 


Memorabilia 
THE 


£125,000 to 
finance, under its new name, The Wellcome 
Research Library, which now occupies the 
whole of one floor of the building of the Royal 
Society of Medicine in Wimpole Street. This 
great library, with its 250,000 volumes, is the 


Wellcome Trust gave 


finest medical library in Europe. Lord 
Woolton, who opened it on December 4th, 
said that the part it played in making the 
records of scientific advance known widely 
was outstanding. The Government wanted 
publicity for it through technical libraries. 
The library has 50,000 visitors and _ issues 
80,000 books annually. The building of the 
Royal Society of Medicine in general is a 
standing monument to the organizing ability 
and persuasiveness of the late Sir John 
MacAlister who for years was the Society's 
Secretary. 
* * * 

Two years ago a small collection of books 
suitable for very young children, which could 
be borrowed by their parents to read to them, 
was established experimentally in Bristol 
Central Library. It proved so successful that, 
in response to demand, further such “Parents’ 
Collections” were inaugurated at certain of 
the branch libraries. At Fishponds Branch, 
which is near the Fishponds Training College, 
such a collection was extended into a Parent- 
Teachers’ one, and the Principal and Leéturers 
of the college collaborated in the collection of 
the book stock. This has been most successful 
and has drawn readers from other parts of the 
city as well as local readers. 


* * x 


What was formerly the 18th century London 
house of Lord Chesterfield, on the south side 
of Grosvenor Square, has become the home 
recently of the American Embassy Music 
Library. It is open to users on simple condi- 
tions. The stock at present is 580 scores and 
2,000 records of American music. Londoners 
find the folk songs and ballads of the Kentucky 
and Virginia settlers especially attractive. The 
lending of scores outside London is restricted 
to musical groups. 


* * * 


A pleasant little article, “Wife of the 
Librarian,” in the November, 1953, Municipal 
Review, tells of the progress of the young 
couple and their family from the time they 
arrived on a golden June afternoon, pushing 
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THE CROWN CLASSICS 
Selections from the poetry of some of the greatest literary figures 


of the last three centuries. Edited and introduced by distinguished 
contemporary writers. 


“These are just the books, charmingly produced and moderately priced, to send 
the intelligent young off on a search for the crown jewels of English Poetry.” 
—SUNDAY TIMES. 


Volumes still available include: 
MATTHEW ARNOLD by Clifford Dyment 3s. 6d. 


A BOOK OF BALLADS Roland Gant 3s. 6d. 
WILLIAM BLAKE Ruthven Todd 3s. 6d. 
JOHN MILTON Howard Sergeant ‘5s. Od. 
ROBERT BLOOMFIELD Roland Gant 3s. 6d. 
EMILY BRONTE Muriel Spark 4s. 6d. 


ROBERT BURNS 
LORD BYRON 
GEORGE CRABBE 
JOHN DRYDEN 


Hugh MacDiarmid 3s. 6d. 
Patric Dickinson 3s. 6d. 
Geoffrey Grigson 3s. 6d. 
Geoffrey Grigson 3s. 6d. 


JOHN GAY Alan Ross 3s. 6d. 
THOMAS GRAY John Rodgers 5s. Od. 
ROBERT HERRICK Jack Lindsay 3s. 6d. 


THOMAS HOOD Clifford Dyment 3s. 6d. 


BEN JONSON Ronald Duncan 3s. 6d. 
JOHN KEATS Laurence Whistler 3s. 6d. 
CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE Fred Marnau 3s. 6d. 
ANDREW MARVELL Fred Marnau 3s. 6d. 
JONATHAN SWIFT John Heath Stubbs 3s. 6d. 
WILLIAM MORRIS Jack Lindsay 3s. 6d. 


Derek Patmore 3s. 6d. 
Montgomery Belgion 3s. 6d. 
Ruthven Todd 3s. 6d. 
John Heath Stubbs 3s. 6d. 
Stephen Spender 3s. 6d. 
Montgomery Belgion 3s. 6d. 


COVENTRY PATMORE 
EDGAR ALLAN POE 
CHRISTOPHER SMART 
LORD TENNYSON 

WALT WHITMAN 
WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 


GREY WALLS PRESS 
6 & 7 CROWN PASSAGE, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. 
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their pram, baby and most of their worldly 
belongings to their new home in a Wessex 
town, where he, in due course, established a 
new, most popular library service. It pursues 
their way to a north-midland mining town, 
thence to the north-west and, finally, to the 
extreme south. In all these places, the young 
happy-hearted wife found humanity, colour 
and intense interest. It is fun to guess who 
were these fortunate people in this veiled 
record of some of the delights of the life of a 
woman whose heart must have been in her 
husband’s work and who possessed an en- 
viable gift for finding good living in the 
various town backgrounds to it. It is certainly 
a tribute to the kindliness of people. 
* * * 


At Loughborough a borrower has returned 
books valued at £30 after cutting holes in the 
illustrations. At the time we write the miscreant 
has not been identified. 


* * * 


The Council of Europe News records that the 
Council has a working party on the free 
circulation of books in Europe, which met 
first at Strasbourg on March 3rd-4th. It has 
drafted recommendations for the Committee of 
Cultural Experts and, ultimately, for the 
Committee of Ministers. 

* 


The jury of the European Community of 
Book Clubs and Guilds awarded the European 
Literary Prize to the following: C. Czelaw 
Milosz, a Polish writer, for his novel, “La Prise 
de Pouvoir’; Werner Warinsky, for his 
novel, “Kimmerische Fahrt.” The prize is of 
10,000 Swiss francs and carries with it copy- 
right of the translation and printing in six 


languages. The jury also recommended for 
publication the Spanish writer, Maria 
Zambrano’s novel, “Delirio y Destino.” 

* * * 


The London and Home Counties Branch 
will hold its next Annual Week-end Confer- 
ence at the Spa Hotel, Tunbridge Wells, from 
April 30th to May 2nd, 1954. It is hoped that 
papers will be presented on “The Making of 
bibliographies,” “Book Stock: Building and 
Maintenance,” “The Role of the Published 
Booklist in Stock Exploitation” and “Biblio- 
graphy and the N.C.L.” Further details will 
be available later from the Hon. Secretary 
(Mr. K. C. Harrison, M.B.E.), Central Library, 
Eastbourne. 
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Round the Library World 


Norges AND News OF NATIONAL, UNIVERsIty 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


In 1879, with the ideal of keeping working 
men out of saloons, the Honolulu Working. 
man’s Library Association was founded and a 
reading room opened in Hawaii. Later the 
name was changed to the Honolulu Library 
and Reading Room Association, a title that 
was retained until it was merged in the Library 
of Hawaii which was built by Andrew Carnegie 
on the Island of Oahu and opened in 1913, 
Since then the Library has grown enormously 
and today has seven branches, twenty-two 
Stations and a bookmobile, with more than 
70,000 borrowers and a circulation of 1,200,000, 
There can be few more delightful libraries in 
which to work or Study than the present 
Library of Hawaii. 

In common with almost all University and 
College Libraries, the Library of King’s 
College, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, is overcrowded. 
The Librarian reports that if work on the 
proposed extension has not begun in two 
years’ time there will be no room in the 
Library for new books. The Library at present 
contains some 181,000 books and 41,000 
pamphlets. 

The Vassil Kolarov State Library is the 
largest and finest in Bulgaria. Founded in 1878, 
immediately after Bulgaria’s liberation, the 
Library developed slowly until 1944, when its 
book-stock was greatly enlarged, its Staff in- 
creased ten times, and a fine new building was 
erected to house it. Today the Library con- 
tains over 400,000 volumes, magazines and 
newspapers and as many documents, pieces of 
music, maps, portraits, etc. It has a staff of 165, 
the majority being university graduates quali- 
fied in librarianship. The Library has its own 
bindery and its own printing-shop, and con- 
tains, in addition to normal library accommo- 
dation, a large restaurant, and a lecture hall. 
In library provision and librarianship Bulgaria 
is rapidly becoming one of the most advanced 
countries. 

Book production in Hungary is growing 
with astonishing rapidity. In 1938 only 7.8 
million copies of works were printed, but by 
1952 the number had become 52 millions. 
Correspondingly, thousands of municipal and 
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—— ADDED STRENGTH 


Illustrating our Special Serrated-Edge Guarding Paper 


This special construction, designed to lengthen the life of Library 
Books is a feature of 


THE Blunt LIBRARY EDITION 


OUR SECOND-HAND BOUND FICTION 
AND ALL BOOKS REBOUND BY Blunts 


Other features include 
@ DIRT-RESISTANT CLOTH IN ATTRACTIVE COLOURS @ 
@ CLOTH-JOINTED END PAPERS SEWED ON @ 
@ DURABLE AND CLEAR LETTERING @ 


G. Blunt & Sons Ltd 


PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOKSELLERS AND BOOKBINDERS 


Showrooms :— Head Office and Works :— 


100 GREAT RUSSELL ST. NORTH ACTON ROAD 
LONDON, W.C.1 HARLESDEN, LONDON N.W.10 


Telephone :—M USeum 0335, 5650 Telephone :—ELGar 7411-2-3-4 
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WE SAW THE HOLY CITY 


By Leslie Farmer 15s. net 


A revised edition of one of the most 
reliable travel books ever to be 
published. Illustrations and maps. 


TRAVELLERS TO THE TOWN 
By Ruth Cobb 9s. 6d. net 


“A pleasant description of the 
history and antiquities, and per- 
sonalities of Lewes, the east Sussex 
capital. The author has contri- 
buted some charming illustrations.” 
—The Church Times. 


THE EPWORTH PRESS 
25-35 City Road, London, E.C.1. 


village libraries were set up under the Five- 
Year Plan and by 1952 there were 8,536 public 
libraries in Hungary, with about 8,000 more 
school, scientific and specialised libraries. The 
Parliamentary Library is a magnificent in- 
Stitution. 


The John Rylands Library, Manchester, 
recently received from Mrs. H. D. Rawnsley 
of Allan Bank, Grasmere, an important dona- 
tion of 600 letters and papers relating to John 
Ruskin. The collection covers the period 1873 
to 1902 and includes over 500 letters in 
Ruskin’s own hand, written between 1873 and 
1889. It should prove of great interest to any 
serious Student of Ruskin and forms a notable 
addition to this great Library. 


British university librarians who have not 
yet read Dr. Georg Leyh’s Die Bildung des 
Bibliothekars, will find much in it upon which 
to ponder. In Leyh’s view, for example, 
library committees composed of representatives 
of the various university faculties hinder the 
development of strong administrators. He 
holds, too, that the librarian should be at least 
chairman of the library committee, and that 
he alone should be responsible for final 
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decisions. No librarian should be content 
with the réle of a primus inter pares. 


The United Nations Library, which is 
housed in a temporary building on the per. 
manent United Nations site, now consists of 
about 165,000 volumes and has a Staff of 
eighty-five, representative of twenty member 
nations. 


The most complete collection of Robert 
Louis Stevenson literature is that formed by 
Edwin J. Beinecke and now in Yale University 
Library. A two-volume catalogue of the 
collection, compiled by George L. McKay, 
Librarian of the Grolier Club, has been pub- 
lished by the University. This catalogue is 
virtually a bibliography of Stevenson and as 
such largely supersedes all earlier bibliographies, 


A set of the four Folios of Shakespeare has 
been presented to Cornell University Library, 
Ithaca, N.Y., by Mr. William G. Mennen, a 
graduate of the University. The Mennen- 
Cornell Folios are richly bound in red morocco, 
They have been fully authenticated by Dr. Giles 
Dawson, the Shakespeare expert. This great 
University Library, which contains well over a 
million and a half works, is in need of reclassifi- 
cation and recataloguing—a formidable task. 


The recent addition of a Shakespeare Second 
Folio of 1632 to Dartmouth College Library 
almost completes yet another set in the United 
States of America. Dartmouth now only lacks 
the rare First Folio of 1623. 


In the Guide des centres nationaux d’ information 
bibliographique which has just been published by 
Unesco, Great Britain seems to have fared 
rather badly. Under the heading “Royaume- 
Uni” only two institutions, the British Museum 
and the National Central Library, are listed. 
It must be admitted that the committee 
responsible agreed to mention only, wherever 
national services for international loan exist, 
the name of the institution responsible for their 
centralization, and the Preface records that 
“the maximum of four centres for each country 
has not been reached in many cases.” But this 
does not seem to get us anywhere. In Britain 
most of the university libraries have direct 
methods for dealing with international loans, 
and there is also the Scottish Central Library. 
Again, the United States list includes only the 
Library of Congress, the John Crerar Library, 
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LIMITED 


BOOKBINDING AND PRINTING GROUP 
108 PORTLAND STREET 


MANCHESTER 1 
TELEPHONE CENTRAL 4316 — Ex 1 


LIBRARY BINDING 
SEWN or UNSEWN 
in any material 


Heap Orrice (Registered) 25/28 BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON, S.W.1 


SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


National Library of Scotland * Edinburgh 

Mills Memorial Library * Ontario 

Victoria Public Library * British Columbia 
University College * Potchefstroom, S. Africa 
University of Orange Free State * Johannesburg 
University of Natal * Natal 

University of Ibadan * Nigeria 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 


Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telephone : ELGar 7292 Telegrams : Luxfer Harles London 
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New 
Division, 
surely a rather strange selection. 

and use of such lists seem doubtful. 


York Public Library—Economics 
and Harvard University Library : 
The value 


In Boston Public Library, Massachusetts, a 
letter has been discovered from “Thomas 
Ingoldsby” (Rev. R. H. Barham) which 
contains the text of a poem of which Dalton 
Barham, in his Life and Letters of his father, 
reproduces only the first stanza and says that 
the remainder is illegible in his copy. The 
poem begins, “I'd be a Fothergill just turn’d 
of twenty” and is reproduced, with valuable 
comments, in the Oétober issue of The Boston 
Public Library Quarterly. 


Research librarians will be glad that Mr. 
M. C. Pottinger, Librarian of the Scottish 
Central Library, has offprinted his valuable 
address to ASLIB on “Scottish resources of 
scientific and technical literature and informa- 
tion and the need for more systematic 
organization.” The paper was read at the 
meeting on February 27th, 1953, and appeared 
in ASLIB 1953. 


The Unesco Book — Schone, which 
was discontinued in this country, is to be 
Started again by the United Nations Associa- 
tion, 25 Charles Street, London, W.1. 


The University of Leeds has issued a small 
folding brochure—“Luigi Pirandello Exhibi- 
tion Catalogue.” The Catalogue, which runs 
to six pages, has a frontispiece portrait of 
Pirandello, but no title-page. It lists the works 
exhibited by the Brotherton Library and those 
shown in the Parkinson Building. 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
PROFESSIONAL 
Cockerext (D.) Bookbinding and the Care of 
Books. A Textbook for Bookbinders and 
Librarians. Fifth Edition. Illus. Pitman. 


15s. Od. net. 
This well-known handbook appears in a new 


form, after numerous reprints, in the series of Hand- 
books on the Artistic Crafts. An Appendix gives the 
late Mr. Cockerell’s personal notes on develagments 
of the art, edited by his son. A paragraph on Library 
Bindings will interest every Librarian. 
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Lrprary TRENDS. Volume 2, Number 2, 
Current trends in Cataloguing and Classifica 
tion. Issue Editor, Maurice F. Tauber. 
University of Illinois Library School. $2.00 

This is the first issue of this quarterly Journal to be 

concerned exclusively with the topic as Stated— 
Cataloguing and Classification. The twelve papers are 
contributed by eminent American librarians, and deal 
with most aspects of this vast field of specialised 
knowledge, from the development of cataloguing 
rules to a discussion on the possibilities of future 
centralization and co-operation. 


GENERAL 


ALLEN (C. J.) Switzerland’s Amazing Railways. 
Frontis. Illus. Nelson. £1 5s. Od. net. 
Holiday-makers will revel in this well-illustrated 
book on Switzerland, especially as it forms a guide to 
some of the loveliest spots in the mountains and how 
to get there. The author’s final chapter deals with the 
locomotives, trains and speeds, as he, being the well- 
known expert on railways, knows how best to describe 
them. A very informative book on its subjeé. 
Berry (W. Turner) and Joxnnson (A. F) 
Encyclopaedia of Type Faces. Blandford 
Press. £2 2s. Od. net. 


Over one thousand specimens of type faces are 
included in this exhauStive Study of the Styles in which 
the printed word has appeared from the early days of 
printing to such types as are in use at the present time. 
Scanning the contents of the volume, it is at first 
difficult to grasp the arrangement of the material. The 
intention of the work is obviously to familiarize the 
reader with the app:arance of type faces when impressed 
on paper. A seétion is devoted to the importance of 
Serifs and another to Italics. An interesting chapter 
deals with the Private Presses, but many of the present 
day type faces cannot be compared with the older types 
in artistic value and clarity. The tendency of to-day to 
use a block-letter which offends the true type-lover’s 
eye is to be deplored, but in this exhaustive presentation 
of types there is enough choice of good material for 
both editor and compositor. Every printer, and all who 
are interested in the art of printing, shouid obtain this 
reference work compiled by two well-known experts. 
Damy Mam Year Book, 1954. G. B. 

Newman, Ed. Illus. Associated Newspapers 
Ltd. 1s. 6d. net. 

Here we have the fifty-fourth year of issue of this 
popular Year Book. Seétions deal with the current 
events of the year commencing with the Coronation, 
Racing Prospeéts for 1954, Sport and Recreation, 
Biographies, the Commonwealth and, in short, pratti- 
cally every question of the day of any importance to 
the general reader. 


Euurs (H. F.) Ed. The Manual of Rugby 
Union Football. For Coaches and Players. 
Illus. Educational Produétions Ltd. 


This official manual, issued by the Rugby Football 
Union, will be welcomed by all lovers of the game, 
whether coach, player or spectator. Presented in two 
parts, Part One deals with technique, development 
organization, and Part Two with the general principles 
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LINING THE BACKS 


Says Bob—the Binder : 

“Some folks don’t know what they’re talking 
about. ‘The hall mark of a well-bound book’ 
they say ‘is if it opens flat and stays that 
way.’ We could easily fix that if we didn’t 
a it or line it. And how long wots it 


they’ ll keep their shape and last sua 
especially when they’re covered in Linson.” 


on 
“BOUND IN 


LINSON 


BOUND TO LAST 
= 


LINSON is a Regd. Trade Mark 


ee 


THE GRANGE. FIBRE CO. LTD. 13 RD. 


Royal Air Force 
1939-1945 


THE TRUE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION | 


VOLUME I 
THE FIGHT AT ODDS 


DENIS RICHARDS 


Emanuel Swedenborg 


A clear and logical exposition of 


The first of three volumes telling the 
history of the Royal Air Force during the 
Second World War. 

The story in this volume is taken from the 
first stirrings of rearmament in 1934 to 
the close of 1941 and includes the Battle of 
Britain and “The Blitz,’ the bombing of 
Germany and the campaigns for the 
control of the Mediterranean and the 
Middle East. 


Price 13s. 6d. By post 14s. Id. 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2; 423 
Oxford Street, London, W.1. (Post Orders : P.O. 
Box 569, London, S.E.1); 13a Castle Street, 
Edinburgh 2; 39 King Street, Manchester 2 ; 
2 Edmund Street, Birmingham 3 ; 1 St. Andrew's 
Crescent, Cardiff; Tower Lane, Bristol 1; 80 
Chichester Street, Belfast, or through any 
bookseller. 


the doctrines of the New Church, 

universal in its appeal to those who 

seek a true faith and a practical 
religion of life. 


Standard Edition 12/6 (postage 1/-) 


Paper-covered Pocket Edition 2/- 
(postage 3d.) 


THE SWEDENBORG SOCIETY Inc. 


(DEPT. F) 


20/21 BLOOMSBURY WAY, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 
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THE HOLT.JACKSON 
BOOK COMPANY 


LIMITED 


Public and County 
Library Booksellers 


MONTAUBAN CHAMBERS 
ST. ANNES-ON-SEA 
LANCS. 


London Showroom at 13 Britton Srreer, 
CLERKENWELL ROAD, E.C.1 
Tel. Clerkenwell 3250 


of coaching. special appendix is provided on the 

problems of teaching the small children. The book 

contains many photographs and diagrams illustrating 

play, and the Glossary of technical terms will prove a 

valuable asset. The same publishers have issued three 

books for the Amateur Swimming Association, 
forming a comprehensive survey of the sport. 

HerpeG (W.) and Rosner (C.) Eds. Graphis 
Annual International Advertising Art. Illus. 
Many in colour. Zurich, Graphis Press. 

£3 3s. Od. net. 

The volume represents the second instalment of an 
international encyclopaedia of advertising art. The 
Foreword and descriptive notes are printed in various 
languages which will ensure it becoming valuable in 
many countries to all who advertise their wares. The 
book is fully illustrated and will serve to stimulate 
many fresh ideas on the subjeét of advertisement. 
It should certainly be worthy of a widespread sale. 
Hopson (H.) Theatre. Illus., some coloured. 

Burke. {1 1s. Od. net. 

An all-round view of the theatre, describing its 
various aspects, such as the audience, the performers, 
the amusing (but more often tragic) occurrences, 
incidentally caused by the actors’ mishaps ; and their 
ability to display emotion which they need not be 
experiencing personally at the moment. No theatre- 
lover can afford to be without this book. 

Hooper (J. T.) and Burtanp (C. A.) The Art 
of Primitive Peoples. Illus. Fountain Press. 
£2 2s. Od. net. 

This simply written book will appeal to the general 
reader with an interest in this wide subje&. The work is 
presented in two parts. In Part I, Mr. Burland discusses 
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the developments in the ideas and works of the primitive 
artist, and shows the importance of the study of these 
works and of the men who created them. He gives a 
Seleét Bibliography of books related to this study, 
Part II consists of many examples of primitive art 
taken from photographs, previously unpublished, of 
the Hooper Colleétion. The descriptions of | the 
examples, and the ways of life of the artists are given by 
Mr. Hooper, owner of the Colleétion. 

Jenyns (S.) Ming Pottery and Porcelain. 
Col. Frontis. Plates. Faber. £2 2s. Od. net. 


In this new volume in the Faber Monograph 
Series on Pottery and Porcelain, Mr. Jenyns brings the 
Study of the wares of the Ming Dynasty up-to-date, 
with the inclusion of much new information which has 
come to hand since the last publication of a compre- 
hensive work on this subje&. There are over one 
hundred and twenty illustrations, four of which are in 
colour. A short bibliography, of use to both colleétor 
and Student is provided, with an appendix showing the 
Dynasty Reign marks, with dates. 

Lyte (R.) Mistral; Murpocu (I.) Satire. 
Romantic Rationalist ; Srern (J. P.) 
Junger. A Writer of our Time; TuRnew 
(M.) Jaques Riviere. Studies in Modern 
European Thought and Literature. Bowes & 
Bowes. 6s. Od. each net. 

These four latest additions to the series edited by 
Erich Heller, provide short biographies with bio- 
graphical notes, of important writers in European 
literature. This series of handbooks, being compre- 
hensive Studies of the work of these modern masters 
should be available to all students of philosophy and 
letters. 
Morevx (S.) Bela Bartok. Frontis. Harvill. 

£1 1s. Od. net. 


The author, a leading French Music critic, brings 
to the musical reader a comprehensive biography of one 
of the most significant of modern composers. An 
important seétion which adds to the value of the book, 
is the list of compositions, the seleé& bibliography and 
the list of recordings of Bartok’s works available in 
England and America. The preface has been contri- 
buted by Arthur Honegger, a composer of great merit 
in the modern musical world. 

SrpGwick (J. B.) William Herschel. 
of the Heavens. Frontis. Illus. 
12s. 6d. net. 

Considering his importance as an_ astrologer, 
Herschel led a varied existence, Starting in his early 
youth in musical work of various kinds. Not until he 
was thirty-five years of age, did he turn his attention to 
astronomy and the subjeé& of telescope construction. 
In 1781 he discovered Uranus and became astronomer 
under Royal patronage. From that date his prestige 
advanced by leaps and bounds and in 1821 he was 
made President of the Astronomical Society. Mr. 
Sidgwick has written a concise and entertaining 


biography of a great man. 
STEPHENS (L.) Horned Moon. An Account of a 
Kashmir, and 


Journey through Pakistan, 
Afghaniftan. Col. frontis. Illus. Chatto & 
Windus. {1 1s. Od. net. 


An unusual and interesting account, partly 
autobiographical, of travels through several Muslim 
countries, especially Kashmir, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
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The author has spent much of his life in India, being at 

one time the editor of a well-known Indian newspaper. 

He provides his readers with clear and simple maps of 

the area, and has illustrated his book from his own 

photographs, some of which are reproduced in colour. 

Tue WorLp oF VAN GoGu. Photography by 
Fanny Andreisse. Illus. Simpkin Marshall. 
£1 5s. Od. net. 

Modern photography, the work of the famous 
Dutch photographer, Fanny Andriesse, provides an 
unusual view of the background to the last years of the 
life and work of Van Gogh. The introduétion, in three 
languages, gives a brief biography of the man and some 
notes on his career as an artist. 

Yer (Chiang) The Silent Traveller in Dublin. 
Illus. Methuen. 21s. Od. net. 

This latest addition to the “Silent Traveller” books 
gives a charming piéture of a famous city as seen through 
the eves of a Chinese artist. 


FICTION 


GraHamM (W.) Warleggan. A Novel of 
Cornwall, 1792-1793. Ward, Lock. 10s. 6d. 
net. 

\ continuation of the author’s Poldark novels, in 
which Demelza and Ross Poldark again figure as the 
chief charaéters. A Stormy Story. The background is 
Cornwall and the period late eighteenth century. 


JUNIOR 


Arxtnson (M. E.) The Barnstormers. Illus. 
The Bodley Head. 9s. 6d. net. 


Another Story of Frika and her cousins. In this 
adventure of amateur theatricals, they decide to give a 
charity performance in aid of the Children’s Home, and 
find that a rival group has not only the same idea, but 
has chosen the same play! So that “barnstorming” 
seems to be the only way out of the difficulty. 


Franks (A. H.) Ed. Girls’ Book of Ballet. 
Illus. Burke. 12s. 6d. net. 


\rticles and features, illustrated from nearly 200 
photographs, dealing with all aspeéts of the art of the 
ballet. The colleétion is especially designed for older 
girls who have an interest in the subjeét. An outstand- 
ing feature is the Portrait Gallery, with short biographies 
of many of the famous dancers of the day. 

Harnetr (C.) Ring Out Bow Bells! Illus. 
Methuen. 10s. 6d. net. 

This tale of Dickon, godson to Sir Richard 
Whittington, Lord Mayor of London and his many 
adventures caused by the troubles and rivalries of the 
London Companies creates for the young reader a 
lively piéture of life in London during the reign of 
Henry V. The book is well and amply illustrated, and 
the author has thoughtfully provided endpaper maps. 


NEW EDITIONS 
Braprorp (S. C.) Documentation. Introduc- 
tion by Dr. J. H. Shera and M. E. Egan. 
Second Edition. Crosby, Lockwood. 12s. 6d. 


net. 
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LANGLEY & GREEN 


The above firm have pleasure in 
announcing that their Library Supply 
Department is now open at : 


14 DRURY LANE 


LONDON, W.C.2 
FIRST FLOOR (Telephone being connected) 


Stocks of novels, biographies, travel 
and educational books available. 


We would appreciate prior notifica- 
tion of Librarians intending ,to visit us. 


Lists issued regularly. Librarians not 
on our mailing list are invited to let us 
know if they would care to receive 
same. 


Shop premises : 342 KING’S ROAD 
CHELSEA, S.W.3 


Telephone No. : FLAXMAN 9705 


The first edition of this professional work dealt 
chiefly with the Universal Decimal Classification, and 
the death of the author has given rise to a valuable 
review of the present state of Documentation, written 
by the two American authors who are responsible for 
this reprinting of the late Mr. Bradford’s work. They 
provide important new material which reveals new 
aspeéts of a subjeét of the utmost importance to all 
librarians. 

CrarkeE (W. J.) Early Nottingham Printers 
and Printing. In collaboration with the late 
W. A. Potter. Second Edition. Forman. 
Printed for private circulation. 

Additional information regarding the printers in 
Nottingham has come to light since the first edition of 
this interesting small work on local printing was 
published. The publishers have been long established 
in the town and need no compliment concerning their 
produétion of the book which is excellent in every way. 
Cox (Arthur) Optics. The Technique of 

Definition. Revised Edition. Illus. The 
Focal Press. 17s. 6d. net. 

A thoroughly revised edition of a book which will 
be found of importance to all photographers, both 
amateur and professional. It deals especially with 
lenses from every point of view. The mere faét of an 
edition having been called for praétically every year 
since 1943, and that the work has been translated into 
Dutch and Spanish form sufficient evidence of its 
value. 

RickMaNn (John) Ed. A General Selection 
from the Works of Sigmund Freud. The 


Hogarth Press. 10s. 6d. net. 
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The author has confined his work chiefly to an 
exposition of psycho-analytical theories, giving Freud’s 
meaning to the term psycho-analysis. This volume is 
therefore intended for those whose interests are specially 
devoted to the mental workings of the individual in all 
its variations. There does not appear to be much 
revision of the work since its publication in 1937, 
but it is classed as a new impression in the Psycho- 
Analytical Epitomes and classified as No. 1 of this series. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
Dewey (T. B.) Every 
9s. 6d. net.—EVENING 


bet’s a sure thing. Dakers. 
News Lonpon Year Book, 
1954. Associated Newspapers Ltd. 1s. 6d. net.— 
Martens (G-M.) The Hopeful Travellers. Garnet 
Miller, Ltd. 5s. Od. net TorriGGta (Count of ) Martyrs 


and the Hero. Anglo-Italian Publications. 10s. 6d.. 
Wertrorp (E. H.) The Art of Meeting People. 
Thorsons. 5s. Od, net. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED 


THE ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, Dec., 1953. 
THE \.L.A. BULLETIN, Nov., 1953.—THE 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN, Dec., 1953.—BRITISH 


JOURNAL FOR THE PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE, 
Vol. IV, No. 15.—DEICHMAN BLADET, Nov.-Dec., 
1953.—LIBRARIAN, Sept. and O&., 1953.—LIVER- 
POOL BULLETIN, Vol. 3, Nos. 1 and 2.--THE 
LONDON QUARTERLY AND HOLBORN RE- 
VIEW, O&., 1953.—NORTH-WESTERN NEWS- 
LETTER, Nov., 1953.—OFFICE MAGAZINE, Jan., 
1954.—WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, Nov., 1953. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
WorLD.” 
December, 1953. 

Your Oétober editorial criticises J.C.H. for 
suggesting that “for too long British 
librarianship has tended to favour the study of 
techniques at the expense of fundamentals” 
due partly to the “pernicious influence of 
Brown’s Manual.” 

Undoubtedly Brown’s work was intended 
to enumerate methods enabling the librarian 
“to exploit books in the interest of users.” 
When first published, fifty years ago, it served 
a real purpose in the then limited field. Since 
1905 however that field has widened; new 
and better techniques (each requiring a text- 
book in itself) have replaced the old. This 
fact has not been appreciated by the editor of 
later editions, which provide for the mid-20th 
Century in a framework suitable to 1903 and 
fail to advance with the shifting emphasis of 
professional writing and development, from 
purely technical matters to the wider aspects 
of librarianship. 

The Statement that “every book of the 
kind” written since in this country is based 
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upon it, is an exaggeration but partly true, 
Is this anything more than an indication of the 
poverty of our professional literature, much of 
which emulates this “work of the widest range 
yet reached devoted to . . . methods ” ? 

Brown would be disappointed to learn that 
thousands of articles are simply modifications 
and expansions of his chapters. He would have 
hoped for greater originality on the part of 
British librarians. 

Your editorial, Sir, was anonymous and 
refers to a review signed by J.C.H. One 
knows, and suspects that you know, that the 
reviewer is a distinguished leéturer in librarian- 
ship. One does not know the identity of the 
editor of “THe Lrsrary Worip” but is 
inclined to suspect special pleading on his part, 

Yours, etc., 

M. WHIreMan, 
Leeds College of Commerce, 
Assistant Lecturer School of 

Librarianship. 


Tue Eprror, 
“THe Liprary Wor.p.” 

December, 1953. 
Sir, 

I would like to corre¢t the statement made in 
THe Lisrary Wortp for December that the 
only available copy of John Wilkins’s “Essay 
Towards a Real Character and a Philosophical 
Language,” 1668 (not 1688), appears to be ia 
the Bath Library. John Wilkins was Reétor of 
Wigan from 1668 until his death in 1672, and 
there is a copy of the “Essay,” his mot 
important work, in the Wigan Local Colleétion. 

I would also like to point out to your 
correspondent, Mr. J. S. Burden, that no claim 
was made in my Annual Report that the stock 
of the Wigan Reference Library exceeded the 
population. It did until a few years ago, but is 
now being gradually reduced. Mere pride in 
the size of a collection is perhaps rather old- 
fashioned in these days when we are more 
concerned with our readers making the 
maximum use of their libraries. 

As a native of Bristol I know the Bath Public 
Library extremely well. All the books in the 
Wigan Library are classified, catalogued, and 
arranged in order on the shelves, which was 
very far from being the case in Bath in 1947 

Yours, etc., 
H. H. G. Arruur, 
Borough Librarian. 
Central Public Library, 
Wigan. 
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